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A  CRITICAL 


DISSE  RTATION 

ON  THE 

MANDRAKE,  See. 


SIR. 


H  E  uninterrupted  Courfe  of 
Friendfhip  that  has  always  fub- 
filled  between  us,  join’d  to  the 
good  Opinion  you  are  plealed 
to  entertain  of  me,  puts  it  out  of  my 
Power  to  difobey  your  Commands  :  And 
1  think  I  can’t  give  you  a  ftronger  Proof 
of  that  Influence  you  have  over  me,  than 
in  complying  to  give  you  my  Sentiments 
on  the  Mandrake  of  the  Antients ,  But  in 
the  mean  time  I  can’t  help  accufing  you 
of  an  unfriendly  Piece  of  Severity,  in  imr 
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poling  upon  me  a  Task  fo  unequal  to  my 
prefent  Situation,  in  which  I  can  neither 
have  Accefs  to  Books,  nor  indeed  enjoy 
that  uninterrupted  Freedom  of  Thought 
which  the  Intricacy  of  the  Subject  teems 
to  require.  However,  as  all  Confi derati¬ 
ons  ought  to  give  Place  to  that  of  Friend ' 
fhip,  I  {hall  endeavour  to  fatisfy  your  Re¬ 
quest  :  and  if  the  Method  in  which  I  treat 
the  SubjeCt  will  afford  you  the  lead:  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  I  {hall  think  my  time  very  hap¬ 
pily  employ'd. 

The  mod:  antient  Book  now  in  the 
World  is  that  of  the  Old  'Teft  ament ,  pre- 
ferved  by  a  particular  Providence  through 
a  Series  of  Accidents  by  which  Millions 
have  peridied  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  owing 
to  feme  whim  deal  Notions  about  the 
Mandrakes  of  Reuben  mention'd  Gen.  xxx? 
that  fo  many  abfurd  and  ridiculous  O- 
pinions  have  been  advanced  at  different 
times  relating  to  this  Plant.  But  as  that 
Hiftory  has  given  no  Foundation  upon 
which  they  could  poffibly  build  inch  wild 
Conjectures,  it  would  be  unreafonable  as 
well  as  unjud:  to  fufpeCl  the  Veracity  of 
it.  —  Mops ,  the  mod:  excellent  of  all 
Hiftorians,  relates  this  Hidory  with  a 
Candor,  fo  agreeable  to  that  native  Pu¬ 
rity  which  adorns  his  Writings,  that  it  is 
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impoflible  to  conceive  that  he  had  the 
leaft  Defign  of  impofmg  upon  Pofterity. 
— —  If  a  Cheat  or  Impofition  of  this  kind 
had  once  got  footing  in  the  World,  we 
ftiould  have  met  with  heavy  Aecufations 
againft  him  in  all  the  Writings  of  Anti¬ 
quity  ;  but  the  contrary  is  evident,  as  they 
all  mention  him,  as  a  Writer  of  great 
Eminence  and  Veracity,  a  moft  famous 
Lawgiver,  and  an  excellent  Man.  •jp 
If  we  confider  how  little  we  know  of 
the  Antiquities  of  thofe  Nations,  who 
flourished  neareft  the  Times  in  which 
Mofes  wrote,  it  will  appear  no  great  Won¬ 
der  that  we  are  now  perfectly  ignorant  of 
the  Nature  and  Species  of  a  Plant,  whole 
original  Name  is  hardly  known.  We 
have  only  fome  Fragments  of  the  Chat- 
dale  Philofophy  preferved  by  different 
Writers,  and  their  Botany,  if  it  were  ftill 
extant,  would  in  all  Probability  afford  us 
no  great  Satisfaction.  The  Egyptian  Lear¬ 
ning  is  that  from  which  we  might  have 
expeCted  the  greateft  Affiftance  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  prefent  Enquiry.  Antiquity 


•f  The  Author  Is  not  ignorant  of  what  Longbms , 
Apion>  &c.  have  faid,  but  as  their  Aecufations  have 
been  already  fully  anfwered  by  the  moll  eminent  Wri- 
ter?^  it  is  not  worth  while  to  regard  them. 

men- 


mentions  their  Learning  with  the  utmoft 
Veneration.  Macrobius  fays,  that  they 
were  the  moft  learned  People  in  the 
World,  and  c*dls  them  in  one  Place,  Om- 
mum  Philojbphice  Difciplinarum  Parentes 
(<2),  and  in  another  Place,  Solos  omnium 
rerum  divinarum  confcios  (b).  But  that 
which  raifes  in  us  the  gran  deft  Ideas  of 
the  Egyptian  Literature,  is  that  Teftimony 
given  of  it  in  Scripture,  where  in  order 
to  difplay  the  Wifdom  of  Solomon ,  it  is 
laid  to  have  exceeded  all  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Children  of  the  Eajl ,  and  all  the  Wifdom 
af  Egypt,  (c)  Tho’  theft  are  fufficient 
Teftimonies  of  the  Learning  of  this  Peo¬ 
ple,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  nothing  of 
it  remaining  that  in  any  degree  comes  up 
to  thofe  Encomiums  conferr’d  upon  it  by 

the  beft  Writers  in  Antiquity.  - -  We 

know  nothing  of  their  Theology  till  it 
was  funk  to  the  lowed:  Degree  of  Stupi¬ 
dity,  and  render’d  them  juftly  the  Jeft 
and  Contempt  of  all  other  Nations.  Rome 
itfelf,  the  Seat  pf  all  Idolatry  and  Super- 
ftition,  had  fo  mean  an  Opinion  of  their 
religious  Rites  and  Ceremonies,  that  A- 
lex  and.  ah  Alexandra  tells  us,  the  States 
had  even  prohibited  their  Introduction  a 7 

{a)  In  Sonin.  'Scipion  p.  74.  (£)  Saturnal.  p.  222. 

(c)  1  King.  Ch.  iv.  ver.  29. 

1  mong 
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mong  them  ;  (a)  And  Juvenal ,■  in  order 
to  diiplay  the  contemptible  Opinion  he 
had  of  their  Wifdom  in  paying  Adora¬ 
tion  to  fuch  low  Objects  as  Garlick  and 
Onions,  addreffes  them  with  this  Saty id¬ 
eal  Expreffion : 

O  SanEtas  Gent  Is !  quibus  hcec  nafeuntur 
in  hortis  Nurnina.  [b) 

Their  Hieroglyphic al  Learning,  which 
has  made  fo  great  Noife  in  the  World, 
is  the  only  remaining  Proof  of  that  Sci¬ 
ence  for  which  they  were  lo  eminently 
diftinguifh’d.  The  Learned  Pierius  has 
with  great  Diligence  and  Application  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  vindicate  the  Importance  of 
thofe  myfterious  Repreientations,  and  col- 
lefted  under  their  feveral  Figures,  all  that 
the  Egyptians  meant  to  exprefs  by  them, 
but  notwithftanding  all  his  Labour,  it  is, 
greatly  to  be  feared,  that  the  utmoft  de¬ 
gree  of  their  Probability  amounts  only  to 
Conjecture.  Pierius  (c)  accordingly  takers 
Notice,  that  the  Mandrake  reprefented  a- 
mong  the  Egyptians  a  fleepy  Perfon,  and 
an  amorous  Potion.  He  alfo  obferves  that 
it  was  ufed  for  the  Hieroglyphick  of  Joy, 
and  quotes  Xenophon ,  who  in  his  Sympo - 

(a)  Genial  Dierum,  Lib,  2.  p.  88.  [h)  Satyr,  vi. 

\c)  De  Sacris  iEgypt.  Lit.  Lib.  58.  cap.  37,  See. 

filWIS , 


fiums  makes  Socrates  fay,  Vinum  non  alitef 
Merori  mederi,  quam  Mandr agora  homing 
fans,  ktitiamque  non  aliter  excitare ,  quant 
folium  infperfum  igni  jlammam . 

But  that  which  gain’d  the  Egyptians  the 
moft  univerfal  Efteem  was  their  Know¬ 
ledge  in  Medicine0  Manctho  fays,  that  fe- 
veral  of  their  Kings  were  Phyficians,  and 
that  the  fecond  King  of  the  firft  Dynafty 
compofed  feveral  Books  of  Anatomy.— — - 
Pliny  aferibes  to  them  the 'Invention  of 
Medicine,  ( a )  which  it  is  certain,  they 
knew  long  before  the  Grecian  Mfculapius , 
on  whom  that  vain-glorious  People  have 
conferr’d  the  Honour,  and  according  to 
Cuftom  enroll’d  him  among  the  Number 
of  their  Gods.  — -  It  is  upon  this  Account 
that  LaBantius  very  juftly  cenfures  the 
Greeks ,  when  he  fays  of  JEfculapius ,  Quid 
fecit  aliud  divinis  honoribus  Digram,  niji 
quod  Sanavit  Dyppolytuni  ?  {b)  Diogen „ 
Laertius  lays,  zavrzg  uvbpdnsg  ’A iyvKTi8g 
iciTpoig  shut  (i c )  that  all  the  Egyptians 
were  Phyficians ;  and  Pliny  tells  us  that 
the  Phyficians  of  that  Nation  were  em¬ 
ploy’d  at  Rome,  in  the  time  of  Claudius , 
to  cure  a  Difeafe  which  till  then  was  un- 

(/?)  Hilt.  Nat.  Lib.  29.  cap.  2.  [b]  La<5L  de  Falf. 

Religion,  p.  ii.  Ed.  Cant.  (r)  In  Vit.  Platon. 
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known  to  the  Romans .  (c)  He  calls  it 
the  Mentagra,  from  the  manner  of  its 
Invafion,  and  feems  to  be  the  fame  with 
the  modem  Tetter  or  Ring-worm. 

<The  Kings  of  Egypt  were  great  En^ 
couragers  of  Learning,  but  thole  of  the 
Ptolemean  Race  exceeded  all  their  Prede- 
ceflfors  in  this  Particular*  — —The  Alex¬ 
andrian  Library  was  a  moft  magnificent 
Monument  of  their  Affedlion  for  Letters* 
and  if  that  moft  valuable  Collection  of 
Books  had  not  been  deftroy’d  by  the  Sa¬ 
racens,  we  had  been  by  this  time  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  all  the  Learning 
in  the  World.  - —  A  Library  confifting  of 
700,000  Volumes  muft  have  contained 
all  the  Writings  which  were  then  extant ; 
and  with  them  we  have  loft  that  Light 
into  Antiquity,  which  would  have  deter¬ 
mined  not  only  this,  but  many  other 
Difficulties*  which  it  is  likely  we  fhali 
ever  be  unable  to  unfold* - -  The  re¬ 

ligious  Zeal  of  this  barbarous  illiterate 
People  has  done  irreparable  Injury  to  the 
Republick  of  Letters.  It  has  render’d 
our  Knowledge  of  the  moft  ancient  Ac¬ 
count  of  Things  imperfeCt,  uncertain,  and 
obfcure,  and  has  been  the  main  Caufe  of 

{c}  Hill.  Nat,  lib.  xxvi,  Cap.  2, 
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all  that  Paffioil  and  Animofity  which  has 
fubfifted  among  the  Learned  in  all  Ages. 

As  to  the  Mathematical  Learning  of 
Egypt y  it  is  not  to  be  queftioned.  The 
moft  ancient  Greek  Writers  ingenuoufly 
confefs  that  all  that  Knowledge  in  Geo¬ 
metry,  which  overfpread  Greece ,  and  ren¬ 
der'd  them  the  moft  illuftrious  Mathe¬ 
maticians  in  the  World,  was  at  different 
.times  imparted  to  them  by  the  Egyptia?z 
Friefts.  And  it  is  demonftrably  true  that 
'Greece  was  indebted  to  other  Nations  for 
all  that  Knowledge  which  for  many  Years 
made  it  the  Scene  and  Theatre  of  Arts 
and  Sciences.  —It  is  from  this  Source 
that  we  muft  derive  all  that  can  illuftrate 
the  prefent  Subjedf,  the  Greeks  being  the 
only  W riters  now  remaining  that  have  left 
us  any  Account  of  the  Mandrake .  Yet  if 
we  confider  how  long  it  was  before  that 
polite  Nation  made  any  tolerable  Advan¬ 
ces  in  Letters,  it  will  appear  evident  that 
their  Authority  alone  is  not  fufficient  to 
determine  the  Point.  However  we  (hall 
give  you  an  Account  of  their  BotanickWri- 
ters,  and  make  fuch  Obfervations  on  them 
as  the  nature  of  the  Subject  fee  ms  to  require. 

Let  us  then  begin  with  their  moft  an¬ 
cient  Poet  Orpheus ,  whom  Eufebius  makes 
•cotemporary  with  Gideon 9  Judge  of  Ifrael 
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[a).  This  Man  is  celebrated  through  all 
Antiquity  for  his  extraordinary  Skill  in 
Poetry  and  Mufick,  and  hence  is  laid  to 
have  moved  not  only  Men  and  Beads, 
but  even  the  very  Stones  themfelv.es.  Ho* 
race  alludes  to  his  Excellency  therein, 
"when  he  fays, 

Uncle  Vocalem  temere  injecutre. 

Orphea  Sylvce. 

Arte  Materna  rapidos  morantem 
Fluminum  Lapfus ,  celerejque  Venfos , 
Blandum  et  auritas  fidebus  canoris , 

Ducere  quercus  (b) 

Paufanias  (c)y  Diodorus  Siculus ,  and  o- 
thers  (d)  fay  exprelly  that  he  travelled  in¬ 
to  Egypt ,  and  brought  from  thence  all 
thofe  Rites  and  Superftitions  which  after¬ 
wards  overlpread  Greece .  Arijlophanes  the 
Comedian  mentions  Orpheus  as  the  firft 
who  taught  the  Greeks  to  abftain  from 
killing  of  Beads,  and  inftrudted  them  in 
their  religious  Rites. 

Op <peyg  /xev  y^p  t  sherd;  Ovj/xrv  accrete i%s,  <povuy 
r  ptsxeftecrbcu  Equidem  Orpheus  ritus 
me  docuit  &  ceedibus  abftinuijje.  (<?) 

This  Doctrine  no  doubt  Orpheus  learn*d 
from  the  Egyptians ,  during  his  Relidence 

[a)  Prseparat.  Evangel,  lib.  i.  [b)  Od.  xii.  lib.  I. 
(c)  In  Attic.  (d)  Diod.Sic.lib.lv. 

(e)  ~B&T$cLyj)i.  Ad.  iv.  Seen. 
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among  them,  and  is  the  firft  upon  Record 
that  recommended  the  fame  to  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  his  Countrymen,  who  according  to 
ancient  Coftom  worfhipped  their  Gods 
with  all  kinds  of  Sacrifices,  The  ancient 
Egyptians  were  you  know  averfe  to  bloody 
Sacrifices,  and  could  never  be  induc’d  to 
follow  the  Practice  of  other  Nations  in 
this  Point,  tho’  many  Attempts  had  been 
made  by  the  Ptolemies  to  introduce  it  a^* 
mong  them.  They  worfhipped  their 
Gods  as  Macrobius  obferves  Precibus  & 
cIhure  folo)  only  with  their  Prayers  and 
Frankincenfe.  (a) 

Orpheus  is  not  only  famous  in  Anti¬ 
quity  for  introducing  new  Rites  and  Ce¬ 
remonies  into  the  Worfhip  of  the  Gods, 
but  what  is  moft  for  our  purpofe,  is  faid 
to  be  the  firft  who  wrote  on  the  Virtues 
of  Plants.  Pliny  fays  that  he  was  Pr/- 
mus  omnium  quos  Memoria  novit ,  qui  de 
herbis  curiojius  aliqua  Prodidit .  (b)  How¬ 
ever  Le  Clerc  (e)  obferves  that  Pliny 
in  this  place,  does  not  mean  to  fignify 
that  Orpheus  writ  with  Accuracy  and 
Judgment,  but  rather  intimates  that 
he  wrote  with  a  deal  of  Super ftition,  to 

(tf)  Saturnal  lib.  Prim.  Cap.  7. 

(b)  Hill,  Nat.  lib.  xxv,  Cap.  2. 

(r)  Hill,  de  la  Medicin.  Cap.  24. 
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which  the  Genius  of  thofe  early  times* 
was  extreamly  addicted,  and  we  have 
Reafon  to  credit  this  Conjecture,  becaufe 
Paufanias  inform^  jis  that  Orpheus  pafs’d 
for  a  great  Magician  (a).  There  are  fome 
Pieces  afcrib’d  to  him  ftill  extant,  out  of 
which  Mr.  Le  Clerc  has  quoted  fome 
Paffages  relating  to  the  Virtues  of  certain 
Plants,  and  the  Cure  of  particular  DiC- 
eafes  :  But  we  have  been  long  ago  fully 
allur'd  that  thefe  and  other  fuch  like  Com- 
petitions  are  fpurious,  tho'  they  be  very 
Ancient,  being  afcrib’d  to  him  in  the 
time  of  Cicero ,  who  fathers  them  upon 
Cercops .  And  we  have  the  Authority  of 
ft riflotle  on  our  fide,  who  fays  that  it 
was  univerfally  believ'd  in  his  time,  that 
there  were  none  of  his  genuine  Writings 
in  the  World. 

The  next  ancient  Writer  in  Botany 
after  Orpheus  was  his  Scholar  Mufaus , 
whom  fome  Authors  will  have  to  be  his 
Son.  {b)  Arijlophanes  in  the  place  already 
mention'd  afcribes  to  him,  the  teaching 
Men  Remedies  for  Difeafes ,  and  Pliny 
mentions  him  with  Hefiod  for  celebrating 
the  Polion  of  the  Ancients,  (e).  — Homer 
has  alfo  in  many  places  of  his  Poem  treat- 

Cd)  In  Eliac.  {h)  M v<tcu@~  Jl’  z^etyjrei  Ti  foray* 

jV)  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  xxy.  Cap.  2. 
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ed  of  the  Nature  of  Plants,  and  defcribes 
with  great  Accuracy  the  Grecian  Heroes 
applying  proper  Remedies  to  the  Wounds 
of  their  F olio wers,  ai]d  particularly  men¬ 
tions  the  Molly  as  an  <;JFe£lual  Prefervative 
againft  Inchantments,  and  Savin  as  capa¬ 
ble  of  Caufing  Barrennefs,  Tis  true  Ho¬ 
mer  has  wrote  nothing  profefledly  on  the 
Subject,  but  as  a  Poet  brings  thefe  Things 
occafionally  into  the  Body  of  his  Poem, 
in  order  to  defcribe  the  Manners  and  Cuf- 
toms  of  thofe  early  times. 

The  next  eminent  Perfon  that  claims 
a  Place  here  is  Pythagoras ,  whom  Pliny 
fays  was  the  firft,  qui  Volumen  de  earum 
ejfeEiu  compofuit .  ( a )  This  Philofopher  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  a  very  inquilitive  Per¬ 
fon,  and  fa nd  of  every  Opportunity  to 
render  his  Knowledge  univerfal.  With 
this  Defign  he  tra veil’d  into  Egypt  (b)  the 
Seat  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  there  in- 
ftru&ed  himfelf  in  ail  their  Myfteries, 
— He  convers’d  alfo  with  the  Magi  from 
whom  he  feems  to  have  borrow’d  many 
of  his  Opinions.  — As  to  his  Knowledge 
In  Phyfick,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  he 
deriv'd  that  intirely  from  the  Egyptians 

(a)  Hitt.  Nat.  lib.  xxv.  Cap.  2. 

(b)  Diog.  Laer.  in  Vita  Pythag. 
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who  were  particularly  famous  for  their 
extroar dinary  Skill  therein.  But  if  we 
may  judge  of  the  Extent  of  his  Knowledge 
in  Phyfick  by  the  fmall  Fragments  ftill 
remaining,  there  will  be  no  great  Reafori 
to  admire  him  for  the  Progrefs  he  made 
in  it.  There  is  nothing  which  more  evK 
dently  (hews  the  grofs  Superftition  of  the 
Phylicians  in  thofe  early  Ages  than  the 
Notions  of  this  Philofopher  ;  Some  of 
which,  I  ffiall  give  You  here  in  the 
words  of  Laertius .  ( a )  Fie  fays,  to  Ss 
efoeu  qctyova  iyyte<pul8  &C.  Semen  # 
Cerebri  Stillamy  qua  in  fe  cahdum  conti¬ 
nent  vapor  em.  Hac  vero  dum  injunditur 
Utero ,  ex\  Cerebro  Saniem  et  humor  cm 
Sanguinemq .  projluere.  Ex  quibusy  Caro 
Nervi  OJJ'a ,  pili  totumq.  conjijlat  Corpus: 
Ex  eo  autem  Vapor  ey  Senfum  aique  animum 
conjlare .  And  fpeaking  of  the  Formation 
of  the  Fetus,  he  affirms  that  it  became 
folid  in  40  Days,  but  that  eleven,  or 
nine,  or  more  generally,  ten  Months, 
according  to  the  Rules  of  Harmony  were 
requifite  to  make  the  Fetus  intirely  com- 
pleat,  {b) 

As  to  the  Caufes  of  Diftempers,  he 
learnt  without  queftion  all  that  he  has 


(a)  in  Vit.  Pythag, 


find 


(b)  ib. 
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faid,  concerning  them  from  the  fame 
Matters,  his  Notions  in  this  Point  being 
equally  ridiculous  with  the  other.  He 
fays  that  the  Air  is  fill’d  with  Souls,  De¬ 
mons  and  Heroes ,  that  fend  Dreams,  Signs, 
and  Difeafes  to  Men  and  Beafts,  and  that 
it  is  on  their  Account  that  Luftrations, 
and  Expiations  are  perform’d,  (a)  How¬ 
ever,  tho’  Pythagoras  feems  to  have 
had  little  of  the  true  Knowledge  of 
Phyfick,  Cornelius  Celfus  mentions  him 
with  Honour,  and  fays  that  he  and  his 
Scholars  were  the  firft  that  brought  Rea- 
foning  into  Phyfick,  and  added  that  part 
to  it  call’d  Phyfiology ,  which  treats  of  the 
Human  Body  in  its  feveral  Parts,  and 
whatfoever  relates  to  it  {b), 

Pliny  (c)  whofe  Authority  in  this  Re- 
fpe£t  cannot  well  be  queftion’d,  fays  that 
Pythagoras  compos’d  a  Book  on  the  Ma¬ 
gical  Vertues  of  Plants,  which  he  fays  was  af- 
cribed  by  fome  to  Cleemporus  aPhyfician.  (e) 

{/?)  Totum  Aera  plenum  efle  eofque  &  Dasmones,  Sc 
Heroes  exiflimari,  atque  ab  his  Hominibus  immitti  Som- 
nk  &  Signa  atque  Morbos5  neque  folum  hominibus,  ve- 
rum  &  Pecudibus  ac  Jumentis  reliquis ;  Atque  ad  hos  re¬ 
fer  ri  Luftrationes  &  Expiationes,  Divinationem  omnem, 
&  Vaticinia&  caetera  id  genus,  Diog.  Laert.  VkPythag, 

(b)  De  Re  Medica.  lib.  i. 

(0  Hill  Nat.  lib.  xxiv.  Cap,  17. 

Hs 
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He  alfo  relates-  feme  extraordinary  Powers 
afcrib’d  to  certain  Plants  by  Pythagoras 
himfelf,  arid  'in  particular  mentions  th& 
Coridcefia ,  and  Callicea,  two  Plants  capa¬ 
ble  of  turning  Water  into  Ice,  and  alfo  the 
Corinthas  ai#  Apr&ck,  the’  former  as  ail 
effectual  Cure  for  the  Bite  of  a  Serpent, 
and  the  latter  as  remarkable  for  kindling 
Fire  at  a  confiderable  Diftance,  like  the 
Naphtha  or  Babyloni/h  Bitumen .  [a)  What 
thele  Plants  are  we  know  not,  nor  is  it 
eafy  to  form  Conjectures  about  them,  hav¬ 
ing  loft  all  knowledge  of  the  fuperfti- 
tious  Learning  of  the  Magi ,  from  whom 
it  is  certain  our  Philofopher  had  learned  all 
that  he  knew  relating  to  the  Magical  Vir¬ 
tues  of  Plants.  His  Followers  are  alfo  re¬ 
corded  in  Antiquity  for  joining  Magic  to 
Phyjick  j  Diogenes  Laertius  has  writ  their 
Lives,  whom  if  you  like  to  confult  you 
will  find  a  great  deal  more  relating  to  their 
Medicine  in  the  Life  of  Empedocles  the 
moft  emmieht  of  all  his  Scholars. 

Pythagoras,  is  faid  to  be  the  fir  ft  who 
confer’d  on  the  Mandrake  the  name  of 
Anthropomorphon ,  but  upon  what  Foun¬ 
dation  we  know  not.  Yet  I  believe  it  is 
upon  his  Authority  alone,  that  fuch  a 

r 

(a)  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  xxiv,  cap.  17. 
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Number  of  ftrange  Conceits  have  be£il 
currently  related  about  it ;  and  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  gave  birth  to  that  common  prac¬ 
tice  of  impofmg  upon  the  Ignorant  the 
Briony  and  other  Roots  cut  by  Art  into 
fuch  a  Form  :  And  no  doubt  the  Man¬ 
drakes  now  at  London 5  are  fuch  a  kna¬ 
vish  piece  of  Impofture,  becaufet  we  are 
fure  that  the  Mandrake  has  no  more  Title 
to  that  of  Anthropomorphon ,  than  the  com¬ 
mon  Carrot,  and  Parfnip,  or  any  other 
Plant  whofe  Root  is  bifurcated. 

After  Pythagoras  and  his  Difciples  comes 
D  emocritus ,  who  having  fpent  his  Eftate 
in  travelling  to  fee  the  moft  learned  Men, 
and  inftrudt  himfelf  in  all  the  curious 
Learning  of  the  Eaft,  compos’d  a  Book 
on  the  Nature  of  Vegitables,  which  is  of¬ 
ten  mention’d  by  Pliny ,  and  cenfur’d  by 
him  as  containing  very  monftrous  and  in¬ 
credible  Stories,  (a)  This  Author  in  ano¬ 
ther  place  (b)  gives  us  a  Remedy  or  Com- 
pofition  of  Democritus^  to  have  Jive 
Children.  It  confifts  of  Pine-apples  bruis’d 
with  Honey ,  Myrrh  ^Saffron  and  Palm  wine , 
adding  afterwards  a  Simple,  which  he  calls 

(a)  Hilt.  Nnt.  lib.  xxv.  cap.  2. 

\b)  Hilt.  Nat.  Jib.  xxiv.  cap.  17. 
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(a)  P’heombrotion,  and  Milk .  From  theie 
and  other  things1'"  related  by  Pliny ,  it  is 
evident  that  the  Writings  of  Democritus 
were  full  of  fuch  trifles  and  ridiculous 
Stories,  and  feems  to  have  given  himfelf 
little  trouble  in  examining  into  the  natu¬ 
ral  Properties  of  Vegitables.  However 
many  eminent  writers  mention  his  Name 
with  Honour.  Petronius  fays,  that  he 
drew  Juices  from  all  manner  of  Herbs, 
and  fpent  his  Life  in  making  Experiments 
upon  Stones  and  Plants  ;  (b)  and  Celfus 
calls  him,  Vir  jure  magni  Nominis,  (c)  a 
perfon  that  had  defervedly  a  great  Repu¬ 
tation. 

Diogenes  Laertius  has  given  us  the  titles 
of  feveral  of  his  Books  concerning  Philofo - 
phy ,  Phyjick ,  and  Geometry ,  which  are  all 

now  loft. - There  are  ftill  extant  fome 

Pieces  concerning  natural  Magick  afcrib’d 
to  him,  but  they  are  univerfally  look’d 
upon  as  fpurious. 

(a)  Caujjinus  fays,  that  this  Plant  is  call’d  Setnnion  a 
potentiae  majeftate,  that  ft  was  frequently  eat  by  the 
Kings  of  Perjia  againft  all  Diforders  of  the  Body  and 
Infirmities  of  the  Mind,  and  that  it  is  of  a  moll  fragrant 
Smell.  De  Symbol.  iEgypt.  Scient.  lib.  x.  p.  594. 

(b)  Herbarum  omnium  Succos  expreffit,  &  ne  Lapidum 
Virgultorumq.  vis  Jateret,  aetatejn  inter  experi.men.ta 
<confumpfit.  Petron.  in  Satyra. 

(c)  De  re  Medic,  lib.  i. 
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The  next  Writer  we  are  to  mention  as 
fuitable  for  our  purpofe  as  Arijiotle  who 
flouriflfd  above  3  50  Years  before  Chrifl . 
He  was  a  very  eminent  Perfon,  and  had 
by  means  of  his  Scholar  Alexander  the 
Great ,  more  Opportunities  than  any  man 
of  fearching  into  the  Nature  of  Vegi tables. 
He  was  fupply’d  with  all  the  Productions 
of  AJia  at  a  very  conhderable  Expence, 
(a)  and  no  doubt  made  many  curious  Ob- 
fervatiops  on  the  nature  of  Plants,  but 
as  he  hasconfider’d  them  more  as  a  Philo* 
fopher  than  a  Phyjician  we  can  expeCt  no 
great  things  from  the  Writings  of  this 
eminent  Author,  even  if  we  had  them 
intire.  Of  all  that  he  writ  concerning 
Plants  there  are  only  two  IBooks  remain¬ 
ing,  which  fall  fhort  of  that  Accuracy  and 
ExaCtnefs  in  which  it  is  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe  Arijiotle  left  them.  • — •  They  have 
pafs’d  fo  many  Tranflatipns,  fyfler’d  fo 
many  confiderable  Alterations,  thro'  the 
Ignorance  and  Pedantry  of  their  Tran- 
fcribers,  that  you  muft  not  expect  to  meet 
with  the  Knowledge  and  exaCt  Judg¬ 
ment  of  one  -  whom  Macrobius  fays  was 
ignorant  of  nothing.  ( [b ) 

( a )  Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  viii.  cap.  1 6. 

(b)  Videtur  mihi  vir  tantus  nihil  igngrare  potuifle. 
In  Spjnnium  Scipion.  p,  146, 
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You  know  very  well  how  many  Years 
the  Works  of  this  Pbilofopher  lay  bury’d 
under  ground,  and  what  Injuries  they  fuf- 
fer’d  by  this  Means.  Hence  it  is  that 
they  abound  with  many  Contradictions 
and  Difficulties  that  have  perplex’d  his 
Readers  to  this  very  Day  ;  and  for  thefe 
Reafons  it  is  that  forne  learned  Men  have 
afcrib’d  this  Work  of  Arijiotle  s  to  his 
Scholar  Pheophrajhis  who  is  iuftly  cen far’d 
for  his  Credulity  in  afcribing  the  Virtues 
of  Plants  to  Magical  Powers,  [a) 

To  Ariftoile  (ueceds  bis  Scholar  rfheo- 
phrajhis ,  who  has  great  Encomiums  con~ 
ferr’d  upon  him  by  the  Ancients.  (b)Pliny 
calls  him  Hominem  in  Eloquentia  tantum 
ut  nomen  divinum  inde  invenerit ,  and 
Alexander  ah  Alexandro  fays  that  he 
was  Vir  prcejlabeli  Sapientia ,  &  in  Rebus 
Phyjicis  &  Mathematicis  Magna  Doclri- 
na  &  Ejlimatione .  (c)  He  wrote  ten 

Books  on  Plants  which  are  come  to  our 
Hands,  but  as  he  confiders  them  chiefly 
as  a  Naturaiift  with  refpedt  to  their 
Growth,  Termination,  and  the  Parts 
whereof  they  confift,  there  will  be  no 


(a)  Gefner.  Bibliothec. 

(b  Hill.  Nat.  in  prefat.  ad  Vefpafian, 
fc)  Genial.  Dierum,  lib.  ii.  p.  Bo. 


great  Foundation  to  build  any  lafting 
Superftrudture  on  what  he  has  faid  of  the 
Mandrake .  There  are  only  four  places  in 
his  Hijloria  Plant  arum ,  where  he  makes 
mention  of  this  Plant,  and  in  one  only 
confiders  the  Medicinal  Properties  of  it ; 
the  Leaves  as  a  Remedy  for  Ulcers,  and 
the  Roots  diced  and  beat  up  with  Vine¬ 
gar  as  ufeful  in  Difeafes  of  the  Joints,  to 
procure  Sleep,  and  to  be  given  in  Love 
Potions.  ( a )  In  other  places  he  defcribes 
this  Plant,  but  very  inacurately,  yet  in 
particular  takes  notice  of  fome  fuperfti- 
tious  Ceremonies  which  were  wont  to  be 
perform’d  at  the  time  of  gathering  or 
cutting  of  it.  ( b )  This  Ceremony  is  too. 
remarkable  not  to  defer ve  a  place  here  ;  It 
is  as  follows :  The  Ma?idrake  was  cir-, 
cumfcrib’d  three  times  with  a  Sword  whilft 
another  cut  it  down  towards  the  Weft. 
They  were  alfo  to  dance  round  it,  and  to 
talk  many  things  vspi  u<ppofo(ric ov.  How¬ 
ever  we  muft  acknowledge  that  Pheo- 

(a)  Jt)  T«  y.dvS'pCf.y'o^  TO  (Av  QVbhOV 

(riVcLl  tystcn  TCI  SA/ttf  (JLi T  clAQlTK  tL OJ  f^A,V  <tzr£?f 

g qpnMZhcLS  %u<&ei<rctv  ts  kai  oE,et  J,iu$&Qctv  to. 

<&o£&y%iKoL,  K&t  m C9S  vttvov  kai  Qttf&t.  Hiit.  JPlant. 
Lib.  IX.  cap.  10, 

[b)  Lib.  IX.  chap.  ix.  fub  finem,  mtiy^A^HV  3  tt>v 

[xctvJ'eo tyo&v  eit  cTg  str^Av  $Ag- 

vtovta  Tov  S'l’Ti&v  WM'Xi*&cU>  aai  teyer.v  cot 

mh met  foioMw* 
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phrajlus  is  far  from  giving  credit  to  fuch 
idle  Conceits,  and  plainly  tells  us  that  be 
relates  them  as  fuch  ;  yet  it  is  a  very  con¬ 
vincing  Proof  that  the  Botany  of  thofe 
Times  was  wholly  built  upon  Magical 
whimiies. 

It  is  true  our  Author  in  the  place  al¬ 
ready  cited  afferts  the  Efficacy  of  the 
Mandrake  in  procuring  of  Sleep,  and  as 
a  neceffary  Ingredient  in  all  Philtres  or 
Love  Potions .  What  Reafon  the  Ancients 
had  to  imagine  that  the  Leaves  or  Roots 
of  this  Plant  were  really  neceffary  in  fuch 
Circumftances,  is  no  where  to  be  found 
among  their  Writings,  but  as  the  Gr  :ks$ 
who  are  the  only  People  that  have  left  us 
any  Account  of  the  Mandrake ,  receiv’d 
all  their  medical  Knowledge  from  the 
moil:  phantaftical  Nation  in  the  World, 
we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  this 
Notion  was  deriv'd  from  theiame  Foun¬ 
tain.  Pheophraflus  is  the  firft  Writer  who 
has  afcrib'd  thefe  Properties  to  the  Man - 
drake ,  and  they  have  been  ever  lince  con¬ 
tinu'd  by  his  Succeffors  in  Botany  upon 
his  Authority  alone,  yet  many  more  have 
been  added  by  Diofcorides  whofe  Account 
of  the  Mandrake  you  will  fee  by  and  )y. 
How  far  the  Authority  of  Pheoprajlus 
fufficient  to  determine  the  matter  will 
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admit  of  fome  Difpute,  that  part  of  his 
Writings  being  now  loft,  which  would 
have  been  of  confiderable  Service  in  ad- 
jufting  the  Difficulty  :  Befides  it  is  evident 
that  his  Hijtoria  Plantarum  is  not  the 
fame  with  that  which  render’d  cfheo~ 
phraftus  fo  univerfally  efteem’d  among 

all  the  Writers  in  Antiquity.  - -  The 

Injuries  of  Time  and  the  Ignorance  of 
Tranfcribers  have  let  in  innumerable  Er¬ 
rors  into  this  Book,  which  the  famous 
Daniel  Heinjius  has  with  great  Judgment 
endeavour’d  to  amend  in  his  elaborate 
Edition  of  ctheophraftu$.  — ^  All  that 
can  be  eftablifh’d  on  the  Authority  of 
<TheophraJius  is  this,  that  the  Mandrake 
in  his  time  was  generally  ufed  for  thofe 
Purpofes  already  mention’d,  and  grounded 
upon  no  better  Foundation  than  that  of 
the  Tradition  of  former  times. 

The  laft  of  the  Grecian  Writers  we 
have  to  confult  o  n  this  Point  is  Diofcorides 
who  was  Phy/ician  to  Cleopatra ,  the  great 
Queen  of  Egypt .  ( a )  He  has  left  us  Six 
Books  on  the  Materia  Medica ,  wherein  he 

t 

*  «-  *  ♦  ,* y  1 

(a)  Tho’  Salmajius  oppofes  this  Opinion,  there  is  good 
reafon  to  think  that  he  has  carry’d  the  Point  too  far, 
having  no  other  Foundation  to  fupport  his  Hypothecs, 
than  that  founded  upon  the  Opinion  he  had  o  S' Pliny's 
Candor.  , 

has' 
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has  given  a  particular  Relation  of  all  the 
Virtues  afcrib’d  to  the  Mandrake  in  his 
Time.  His  Book  is  not  without  very  pal¬ 
pable  Errors,  many  of  which  have  been 
corrected  by  his  Commentator  Mathiolus ; 
But  let  that  be  as  it  will,  we  are  fare  of 
one  thing,  that  he  is  the  firft  ancient 
Writer  that  we  now  have,  that  has  ex 
profejfo  enumerated  the  feveral  Virtues  of 
this  Plant,  and  I  think  it  is  upon  his  Au¬ 
thority  chiefly,  that  the  fame  have  been 
continued,  at  leaft  afcrib’d  to  it,  by  ma¬ 
ny  Botanick  Writers  fince  his  time. 

The  account  which  Diofcorides  gives 
us  of  the  Mandrake  is  as  follows.  “  Man- 
<c  dragoram,  aliqui  Antimalumy  alii  Cir- 
<c  cceam  vocant,  quoniam  videatur  Ra- 
“  dix  ad  Amatoria  conducere.  Duo  ejus 
<c  genera :  Niger  quae  faemina  exiftima- 
<c  tur,  Cthridacias  appellatus,  anguftiori- 
<c  bus  foliis,  ac  Minoribus  quam  La&uca^ 
“  virofis  ac  graveolentibus  in  terra  Sparfis, 
“  Mala  gerit  Sorbis  Similia,  pallida,  odo-, 
“  rata,  in  quibus  Semen  veluti  Pyrorum  ; 
<c  Radicibus  inherit  bene  magnis,  binis 
<c  ternilve  interfe  convolutis,  nigris  forisf 
€C  intus  albis,  craflo  cortice  veftitus,  caule 

viduus  eft.  - •  Alter  candidus  qui 

a  masdicitur,  nonnullis  Norton  Vocitatus^ 

cc  Hujus  Folia  magna,  alba  beta,  laevia  ut 

D  “  Beta?. 

■  lu-Vi 


<c  Bet^.  Mala  quam  alterius  duplo  ma- 
<c  jora,  colore  in  Crocum  inclinante,  (a) 
“  jucunde  cum  gravitate  quadam  olentia 
cc  quorum  Pomorum  cibo  Opiliones  ali- 
a  quantum  Soporantur.  Radix  alterius 
<c  Similis,  major  &  candidior,  orbata 
<c  et  hxc  caule.”  (b) 

This  Defcription  of  Diofcorides  Man - 
drake  appears  to  be  very  full  and  com¬ 
plete,  and  fixes  the  Genus  to  which  it 
properly  belongs,  tho  I  find  Mr.  Ray  has 
without  fufficient  Foundation  changed  its 
Place,  and  tranfplanted  it  among  thofe  of 
the  Bacciferous  kind,  (c)  Surely  there  is 
a  very  remarkable  Difference  to  be  made 
between  Plants  of  the  Pomiferous  and  Bac¬ 
ciferous  kind,  the  one  bearing  Fruit  of  a 
very  large,  and  the  other  of  a  very  fmall 

Size.  - It  is  true  Mr.  Ray  acknowledges 

that  there  are  fome  of  thefe  pretty  large, 
and  particularly  mentions  the  Pomum 
Amoris  and  the  Mala  Infana  as  fuch. 
But  the  Mandrake  of  Diofcorides  is  evi¬ 
dently  of  the  Pomiferous  kind,  and  ought 
to  be  reftor’d  to  that  fpecies  to  which  it 

(a)  Here  Ruellius  has  render’d  Diofcorides  inconfiftent 
with  himfelf  by  tranilating  the  word  \v  cofn  in  this 
Senfe,  which  ought  to  have  been  tranilated  Valde  which 
gy  in  Compofition  often  fignifies. 

(b)  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  Edit.  Ruellian. 

(r)  Hift.  Fknt.  Lib*  xiii.  Cap.  16. 
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more  properly  belongs,  as  Mr.  Ray’s  Ob- 
fervation  about  the  different  Difpofitions  of 
the  Bark  does  not  appear  to  be  universally 
true,  tho  it  was  upon  this  Account  that 
he  was  led  to  place  this  Plant  among  thofe 
of  the  Bacciferous  kind. 

Diofcorides  having  in  this  accurate 
manner  defcrib’d  the  Male  and  Female 
Mandrake ,  goes  on  to  enumerate  their  Vir¬ 
tues,  of  which  he  has  given  a  very  large 
Account,  and  plainly  fhews  that  it  was  a 
Plant  of  general  ufe  among  the  Medicine 
of  the  Ancients,  tho  the  prefent  Praftice 
knows  nothing  of  it.  Our  Author  has 
follow’d  T heophrajlus  in  afcribing  to  the 
Mandrake  a  Narcotick  Quality,  and  tells 
us  that  the  juice  of  it  boil’d  in  Wine 
was  us’d  in  obftinate  Watchfulnefs,  and 
to  deaden  the  fenfe  of  Pain  in  Amputa¬ 
tions  by  ftupifying  the  Patient.  - 1  be¬ 

lieve  it  is  upon  their  Authority  that  the 
ancient  Writers  in  Botany  have  almoft 
unanimoufly  agreed  in  placing  the  Man¬ 
drake  among  the  Number  of  Soporiferous 
Remedies.  Yet  I  find  that  the  famous 
Lyncceus ,  Profejfor  of  Botany  at  Rome ,  eat 
a  large  Mandrake  in  the  Prefence  of  a 
numerous  Audience  without  being  in 
the  leaft  difpos’d  to  fleep.  The  fame 
Experiment  was  afterwards  often  try’d  by 

Ter  rent  ius. 
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\ Terrentius  with  the  fame  Succefs.  (a)  And 
we  are  pretty  fure  by  the  Defcription  he 
}  as  given  of  the  Mandrake  he  eat,  that 
it  was  the  fame  with  that  defcrib’d  by 
D  ofcorides .  But  perhaps  one  may  ob¬ 
ject  that  the  Difference  of  the  Climate 
might  have  occafion’d  the  Lofs  of  its 
narcotick  Qualities.  It  muft  be  granted 
that  different  Digrees  of  heat  will  very 
confiderably  heighten  or  abate  the  Virtues 
of  Plants,  yet  I  can’t  think  this  Objection 
will  prove  of  great  Force  in  the  prefent 
Cafe,  as  feme  late  Experiments  and  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Nature  of  V egitables  are 
inconteftable  Proofs  of  the  contrary.  — 
I  am  rather  inclin’d  to  believe  that  Dio- 
fcorides  was  ignorant  of  the  true  Virtues 
of  this  Plant,  and  mention’d  its  narcotick 
Qualities  in  Compliance  to  current  Tra¬ 
dition,  not  as  a  Truth  to  which  he  him- 
felf  gave  any  Manner  of  Credit. 

If  we  allow  the  Mandrake  to  be  fuch 
a  powerful  Narcotick  as  to  deaden  Pain 
and  ftupify  the  Senfes  according  to  Diof- 
c  or  ides,  it  will  appear  very  ft  range  that 
Rachel  fhould  fo  eagerly  importune  Leah 
for  a  Plant  that  would  have  prov’d  of  per¬ 
nicious  Confequence  to  her.  — — -  Give 

[a)  Terrent.  Not.  in  Hernand.  de  Plant.  Mexican, 
viii.  Cap.  28. 


me 
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me  I  pray  thee  of  thy  Sons  Mandrakes .  [a) 
Here  Rachel  alks  them  with  a  kind  of 
Impatience  and  Defire,  like  one  who  is 
extravagantly  fond  and  eagerly  covetous  of 
fatiating  his  Appetite  with  fome  delicious 
Morfel. 

Diofcorides  alfo  afcribes  an  Emetic  Pro^ 
perty  to  the  Mandrake ,  and  lays  that  one 
Scruple  of  the  Juice,  will  like  Hellibor 
bring  up  by  Vomit  black  Bile  and  vifcid 
Humours,  and  that  it  will  kill  in  greater 
Quantities,  (b)  * — ~ —  If  fo  fmall  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  the  Juice  of  this  Plant  is  capable  of 
producing  luch  furprifing  Effedts,  it  is 
fomething  ftrange  that  the  Eaftern  Nations 
fhould  account  it  among  the  Number  of 
their  moft  delicious  Fruits,  as  it  appears 
to  be  in  the  Cafe  of  Rachel  juft  now  men¬ 
tion’d.  - But  as  we  have  only  the 

Authority  of  Diofcorides  in  this  Point  there 
is  great  Reafon  to  queftion  its  Veracity* 
and  may  poffibly  be  one  of  thofe  tradio¬ 
nary  Virtues  afcrib’d  to  it  in  his  time* 
which  his  Obferyations  could  not  then 
perhaps  contradidh 

You  know  that  Diofcorides  is  not  the 
only  Writer  on  the  Materia  Medic  a,  who 

{a)  Gen.  Ch.  xxx.  v.  14. 

\b)  Succusduobus  obolis  ex  Mulfo  potus  ut  Veratrum, 
per  Vomitiones,  bilem  atram,  Pituitain  extrahit: 
verum  potu  largiore  Vitaadunitur.  16. 


may 
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may  be  juftly  cenfur’d  for  the  Crime  of 
Credulity.  It  is  a  Vice  that  has  fpread  it 
felf  far  and  near,  and  got  fuch  deep  Root 
among  the  Writers  of  this  Oafs,  that  it 
is  a  very  common  thing  with  them  to 
afcribe  innumerable  Virtues  to  Plants, 
which  after  repeated  Trials  have  been 
found  abfolutely  falfe.  However,  I  muft 
fay  that  I  know  of  no  modern  Writer 
whatfoever  that  has  been  fo  credulous  as 
to  follow  Diofcorides  in  this  Point,  tho 
they  have  been  too  ready  to  copy  after  him 
in  many  other. 

Among  other  Virtues  afcrib’d  to  the 
Mandrake  by  our  Author  there  is  one, 
which  has  always  been  allow’d  ;  that  is, 
of  being  a  great  Cooler,  for  which  Rea- 
lbn  the  College  have  very  wifely  given  it 
a  Place  in  the  TJngent  Popuhieum  of  the 
Shops,  and  Diofcorides  tells  us  that  it  was 
of  frequent  Ufe  in  Inflammations  of  the 
Eryjipilatous  kind,  for  which  he  com¬ 
mends  it  as  an  excellent  Remedy,  and  is 
no  doubt  as  fuitable  a  Medicine  in  thefe  , 
Cafes  as  the  Houfleek  and  Cream  of  the 
prefent  Age.  (a) 

Having  in  thiscurfory  Manner  examin’d 
the  Grecian  Writers  of  Botany,  and  after 
all  our  Labour  found  nothing  upon  which 

(a)  lb. 

we 
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we  can  build  any  tolerable  Superflrudure; 
it  remains  that  we  fhould  fearch  into  other 
Channels  for  the  Difcovery  of  the  Point 

in  Queftion.  -  If  Greece ,  Polite 

Greece ,  once  the  Scene  and  Theatre  of  all 
the  Learning  in  the  World,  is  unable  to 
fupply  us  with  proper  Materials  to  ground 
our  Enquiries  upon,  where  are  we  to  ex- 

ped  them  ?  - The  Romans  who  en- 

grofs’d  all  the  Learning  of  that  Nation, 
were  for  many  Years  after  the  building  of 
their  City,  fo  intent  about  the  Affairs  of 
Government,  that  they  gave  themfelves 
no  Time  toftudy  the  Politer  Sciences  of 

Grecee .  -  Their  Government  was 

founded  upon  Violence,  and  requir’d  ano¬ 
ther  kind  of  Knowledge  to  fupport  it. - 

The  Studies  and  Employments  of  that 
warlike  People,  confifted  in  Fighting  and 
Routing  their  Enemies.  Ovid  frankly 
confeffeth  the  Averfion  of  his  Country¬ 
men  to  Letters,  and  gives  us  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful  Defcription  of  the  Charaders  of  his 
Anceftors  in  the  following  Lines. 


§>ui  bene  pugnavit ,  Romanas  noverat  Artes 
Mittere  qui  potuit  Pila>  difertus  erat .  (a) 


/ 

(a)  Fail.  Lib,  iii,  v.  203; 


Befides, 
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Befides,  it  is  evident  from  Pliny  that 
the  moft  rigid  and  fevere  among  the  Ro¬ 
mans  were  really  afraid  of  the  Grecian 
Arts.  — 4 —  They  thought  that  they  would 
let  in  Luxury  and  Effeminacy  among 
them,  corrupt  the  Manners  of  their  Youth, 
and  impair  that  StriCtnefs  of  Virtue,  and 
Severity  of  Morals,  to  which  they  ow'd 
the  Extent  of  their  Conquefts.  — —  Cato 
the  Elder  declaims  bitterly  againft  the 
Grecian  Letters,  and  tells  his  Country¬ 
men  that  whenever  they  are  introduc'd, 
they  will  fpoil  and  corrupt  all,  ( a )  there¬ 
fore  advifes  his  Son  Marcus  only  to  look 
into  the  Grecian  Letters,  but  not  to  learn 
them.  ( b ) 

This  rigid  old  Roman  had  contracted 
fo  ftrong  an  Averfion  to  the  Learning  of 
Greece ,  that  he  even  extended  it  fo  far  as 
to  caution  his  Country-men  againft  the 
Admiffion  of  Grecian  Phyjicians  into  the 
Common  Wealth,  and  in  order  to  gain 
his  Point  with  as  little  Oppofition  as  poffi- 
ble,  had  bafely  propagated  a  Report  that 

{a)  Quandocunq.  ifta  Gens  fuas  literas  dabit  omnia 
corrumpet.  Plin.  Hiji .  Lib.  xxix.  Cap.  1. 

[b)  Bonum  fit  eorum  Literas  infpicere  non  perdifcere? 
Plin.  ib. 
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they  had  fworn  to  kill  all  the  Romans  with 
their  Medicine .  (a)  But  tho  Cato  was  at 
firfl  thus  ftrangely  prejudic’d  againft  the 
Learning  of  Greece ,  we  are  aflur’d  by 
Quintilian  that  he  learn’d  Greek  in  his 
old  Age,  ( b )  and  Lord  Bacon  very  juftly 
calls  it  a  Judgment  upon  him  for  his  for¬ 
mer  Blafphemy.  (c) 

The  Romans  had  for  many  Years  no 
Knowledge  of  the  true  Art  of  Healing. — 
Their  Medicine  confifted  of  Charms  and 
Fafcinations ,  Incantations  and  Amulets . 
We  have  ftill  remaining  a  very  remarkable 
Inftance  of  the  ftate  of  Phyjick  among 
the  Romans  in  that  famous  Book  of  Cato  s 
de  re  Rujlica ,  which  is  alfp  an  irrefraga¬ 
ble  Proof  of  the  grofs  Superftition  and 
Ignorance  of  thefe  times.  — —  This  great 
Patriot  in  order  to  render  himfelf  in  all 
manner  of  ways  ferviceabie  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  wealth,  compos’d  aTreatifeonP/y- 
(ick  for  the  Benefit  of  himfelf  and  Family, 
in  which  he  recommends  the  conftant 
Repetition  of  thefe  Words  for  the  Cure  of 
a  Luxation  ;  Mot  as,  vceta,  daries  dar- 
daries ,  dijfunapiter  ufqf  dum  coeant .  In 

(a)  Jurarunt  inter  fe  Barbaros  necare  omnes  Medicine, 
Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  Lib.  xxix.  Cap.  i, 

(b)  Lift.  Lib.  xii.  Cap.  n. 

(t)  Advancement  of  Learning,  Book  !• 

£  & 
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a  Fra fture  he  would  have  the  Limb 
bound  up,  and  the  following  Words  fung 
every  Day.  Huai  hanat ,  ijia,  pijla,fijlay 
dominabo ,  damnaftra ,  &  Luxata . 

The  other  part  of  his  Practice  feems  as 
extraordinary  as  the  former  \  for  he  blames 
Diet,  and  Abftinence  in  Difeafes,  and 
upon  every  Occalion  prefcribes,  Pidgeons , 
t)ucks  and  Hards  Flejh ,  becaufe  eafy  of 
Digeftion,  but  adds/  that  they  are  apt  to 
make  the  Tick  Man  dream.  ( a )  Pliny  fays 
that  he  liv'd  to  the  Age  of  8  5,  ( b )  and 
Plutarch ,  who  has  no  great  Opinion  of 
his  Medicine,  fays  that  his  long  Life  was 
intirely  owing  to  a  Courfe  of  Exercife 
and  Temperance,  and  very  juftly  laughs 
at  thofe  who  would  afcribe  it  to  his  fkill 
in  Phyftck.  (c)  If  the  grave  Cato,  whom 
Pliny  dilfinguifhes  with  the  Title  of  Omni¬ 
um  bonarum  Artium  Magifler ,  (d)  makes 
fo  ridiculous  a  Figure  in  the  Art  of  Heal¬ 
ing,  what  muft  we  exped:  amongfl:  his 
Contemporaries,  who  had  neither  his  Mat 
culine  Parts,  nor  the  fame  Opportunities 
of  examining  into  the  truth  of  things? 

The  only  Botanick  Writers  among  the 
Romans,  as  appears  from  Pliny,  (e)  were 

(a)  Cat.  de  re  Ruftica,  Cap.  60. 

\b)  Hift.  Nat.  Lib.  xxix.  Cap.  r. 

ic)  In  Vit.  Caton.  Hift.  Nat.  Lib.  xxv.  Cap.  t. 

(e)  Iba 

CatCj 
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Cato,  C.  Valgius ,  and  Lenaus,  Pompeft 
Freed-Man.  As  to  the  Writings  of  Cato 
I  refer  you  to  his  Book  de  re  Ruftica,  and 
to  Pliny  who  cites  his  Opinions  in  many 
Places  of  his  Natural  Hijlory.  What 
Valgius  did  towards  the  Improvement  of 
Botany  We  can't  certainly  judge  at  this 
diftance  of  time,  but  if  Pliny  may  be  cre¬ 
dited,  there  is  good  Reafon  to  think  that 
he  carry’d  his  Knowledge  therein  to  no 
great  Perfedlion :  Lenus  was  a  Man  of 
great  Eminence,  and  a  learn’d  Gram¬ 
marian.  He  was  employ’d  by  Pompey  the 
Great  to  tranflate  the  Writings  of  Mithri - 
dates  King  of  Pontus ,  who  had  made 
Phyfick  his  chief  Study  the  greater  part 
of  his  Life,  in  which  he  made  fo  great 
Progrefs,  that  Pliny  remarks, that  the  Con- 
queft  of  this  Prince  did  not  only  ferve  to 
aggrandize  the  RomanName, but  to  preferve 
their  Health  and  Lives;  (a)  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  takes  Notice  that  till  then  the  Ro¬ 
mans  had  no  Knowledge  of  this  Science. 

( b )  * —  If  it  was  fo  late  before  the  Romans 
apply’d  themfelves  to  the  Study  of  Medi¬ 
cine  it  is  no  wonder  that  we  find  not  the 
ieaft  Mention  in  all  their  Writings  of  this 

(a)  Vitaeque  ita  profuit  non  minus  quam  ReipubL 
Vi&oria  ilia.  Hift.  Nat.  Lib.  xxv.  Chap.  2. 

[b)  Quo  primum  tempore  banc  Scientiam  ad  nollros  per- 
Veniffe  ajiimadverto,  lb. 

Plant 


Plant  before  the  time  of  Pliny,  who  has 
only  tranfcrib’d  what  tfheophrajhis  and 
Diofcorides  have  faid  long  before  him. 

Pliny  makes  mention  of  the  Mandrake 
in  {even  different  places  of  his  Natural 
Hiftory.  —  In  the  firft  he  almoft  literally 
tranfcribes  what  <TheophraJlus  and  Diof¬ 
corides  have  left  us  upon  the  Subjedt,  which 
I  think  cannot  well  be  denied  notwith- 
Handing  all  that  the  Learn’d  Salmajius  (a) 

has  faid  to  the  contrary. - I  {hall  tran- 

fcribe  here  the  words  of  Pliny,  and  leave 
you  to  form  what  Judgment  you  pleafe : 
<c  Mandragoram,  alii  Circeam  Vocant. 
te  Duo  ejus  genera,  candidus  qui  &  mas, 
<€  niger  qui  femina  exiftimatur,  angufti- 
<c  oribus  foliis  quam  Ladtucae,  hifutis  & 
<c  ( b )  caulibus,  radicibus  binis  ternifve  ru- 
c<  fulis,  intusalbis,  carnofis  tenerifque,  pene 
€t  &  cubitalibus*  Ferunt  mala  avellanarum 
<c  Nucum  Magnitudine,  &iis  femen  feu 

<c  Pyrorum. - Album  hoc  alii  Arfen,  alii 

<c  Morion  alii  Hypopblomon  vocant.  Hujus 
<c  Folia  alba,  quam  alterius  latiora,  (c)  La~ 
€C  pathi  Sativce .  Cavent  effofuri  contrarium 
<c  ventum  &  tribus  Circulis  ante  gladiocir- 
<c  cumferibunt ;  poftea  fodiunt  ad  Occa* 
cc  fum  Spedlantes. 

(f)  Prasfat.  ad  Homonyma  Hyles  Iatrica;. 

{b)  Sine  caulibus.  DioO  (<•)  Ut  Beta?.  Dio/. 

“  Odor 
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u  Odor  gravis  ejus :  Sed  Radicis  & 
u  mali  gravior.  (a)  Potu  quidem  largiore 
#c  etiam  moruntur.  Bibitur  et  contra  Ser- 
“  pentes,  &  ante  Sediones  Pundionef- 
<c  que  ne  Sentiantur.  Bibitur  et  pro  He- 
“  lieboro  duobus  obolis  in  Mulfo  ”  (b) 
It  will  appear  evident  to  any  one,  that 
will  |  give  himfelf  the  Trouble  to  com¬ 
pare  this  Defcription  of  Plinfs  Man¬ 
drake  with  that  of  Diofcoridesy  that  it  is 
the  fame  in  effed,  and  only  differs  in  thofe 
places  mark’d  in  the  Margin.  He  alfc 
afcribes  the  fame  Virtues  to  it  that  Diof* 
corides  and  Theophrajlus  have  done,  and 
takes  Notice  of  that  fiiperftitious  Cere¬ 
mony  which  the  Ignorance  of  thofe  early 
times  had  introduc’d,  relating  to  the  man¬ 
ner  of  cutting  or  gathering  of  it,  in  almoil 
the  fame  words  with  the  latter,  (c)  Lavent 
effojfuri  contrarium  Ventum ,  &  tribus  Cir¬ 
cuits  ante  gladio  circumfcribunt ,  pojlea 
fodiunt  ad  occafum  fpeffi antes,  (d) 

We  have  now  confider’d  the  State  of 
Botany  amongft  thofe  Nations  who 
were  the  moft  confiderable  for  Arts  and 
Sciences,  and  made  fuch  Obfervations 

(a)  DioL  fays  nothing  of  the  Smell  of  the  Root. 

\b)  Hift.  Nat.  Lib.  xxv.  Chap.  13. 

(<*)  Vid.  p.  30.  { d )  Plin,  Hift.  Nat.  Lib. 

xxv.  Chap.  13, 

thereupon 


thereupon  as  the  Nature  of  the  Subject 

requir’d.  - We  come  next  to  enquire, 

Firjf  Whether  the  Mandrake  of  Diofcori - 
des  is  the  fame  with  that  which  we  now 
have.  Secondly ,  Whether  it  is  the  fame 
with  that  which  Rachel  fo  eagerly  requefted 
of  Leah .  ( d)  'Thirdly ,  Whether  £he  defied 
it  on  the  Account  generally  fuppos’d  by 
Interpreters  of  this  Text  of  Scripture,  that 
is,  to  render  her  capable  of  Conception . 

As  to  the  fir  ft  Enquiry,  J  think  it  will 
be  univerfally  granted,  that  the  Man¬ 
drake  of  Diofcorides  anfwers  in  every  reipedl 
to  the  Defcription  of  that  which  we  com¬ 
monly  have  in  our  Phyfick  Gardens.  — 
This  will  appear  evidently  true  to  any  one 
who  will  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  com¬ 
pare  the  Defcription s  of  this  Plant,  drawn 
‘by  Gerara ,  Bauhine ,  Parkinfon and  others, 

with  that  of  Diofcorides .  - - Tis  true  he 

has  afcrib’d  a  great  many  Vertues  to  his 
Mandrake ,  which  neither  of  thefe  writers 
have  fo  much  as  mention’d.  But  the  Rea- 
fon  of  this  is  plain.  Diofcorides  wrote  on 
the  Materia  Medica  at  a  time  wherein 
Authors  were  too  ready  to  report  Things 
upon  the  Credit  of  others,  who  had  no 
better  Foundation  fo  fupport  what  they 

{d)  Gen.  Chap.  xxx.  v.  14,  15,  &c. 
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afferted  than  that  of  common  Tradition : 
But  the  Cafe  was  quite  the  reverfe  with 

thofe  eminent  Men.  - They  had  all 

the  Advantages  of  a  truer  Philofophy,  and 
many  Experiments  and  Obfervations, 
which  the  other  could  not  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  pretend  to,  I  would  not  be  thought 
to  detract  from  the  Merit  of  Diofcorides . 
I  have  great  Efteem  for  his  Book,  and 
think  that  he  juftly  deferves  the  Charadter 
confer’d  upon  him  by  Galen ,  [a)  of  being 
the  firft  Writer  who  treated  the  Materia 
Medica  with  any  tolerable  Exadtnefs  :  But 
there  is  no  reafon  why  wefhould  implicitly 
give  up  all  to  the  Authority  of  Diofcorides. 
He  has  had  his  day*  and  perhaps  been 
more  follow’d  in  points  of  Botany  than  any 
other  ancient  Writer  whatfoever.  — —  We 
are  willing  to  give  Diofcorides  that  Rank 
in  Authority  which  he  juftly  deferves  $ 
this  is  all  that  his  grearteft  Admirers  can 
expedl,  both  in  Refpedt  of  him,  and  in 
refpedt  of  that  Regard  which  we  ought 
always  to  pay  to  Truth. 

’Tis  indeed  very  furprifing  to  find  all 
the  Botanick  Writers  for  many  Years  after 
Diofcoridesunariimoufty  concur  in  afcribing 
to  the  Mandrake  all  thefe  Virtues  conferr’d 


Dc  Simpl.  Medic.  Facultat.  Lib*  vi. 
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upon  It  by  him.  Hence  no  doubt  it  is, 
that  the  Commentators  upon  that  Text  in 
Scripture,  which  relates  the  Hiftory  of 
Rubens  Mandrake ,  were  led  into  an  Error 
in  imagining  that  Rachel  requefted  thofe 
Mandrakes  of  Leah  in  order  to  render  her 
capable  of  Conception .  But  I  fhall  clearly 
prove  that  the  Mandrake  mention’d  in 
Scripture  could  not  be  that  mention'd  by 
our  Author. 

This  is  the  fecond  Proportion  we  have 
to  diffcufs,  which  we  {hall  endeavour  to 
prove  by  confidering  the  Virtues  of  this 
Plant  according  to  Diofcorides,  and  then 
by  examining  how  far  a  Plant  poffefling 
thofe  Properties  is  capable  of  anfwering 

fnch  Intentions.  - We  have  already 

taken  notice  of  feveral  Vertues  afcrib'd  to 
the  Mandrake  by  Diofcorides ,  and  made 
fuch  Remarks  upon  them  as  appear'd  then 
neceflary.  ( a )  And  I  think  if  there  were 
no  ftronger  Arguments  to  prove  our  Afler- 
tion  than  thofe  already  mention’d,  they 
would  be  fufficient  to  any  one  who  will 
allow  himfelf  to  be  convinc’d.  But  in  or¬ 
der  to  render  this  as  clear  as  the  Nature  of 
the  fubjedt  will  admit,  we  fhall  now  exa¬ 
mine  the  other  Properties  afcrib'd  to  the 
Mandrake  by  Diofcorides,  which  he  cfe- 

{«  P*  37* 
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delivers  in  the  following  Words,  “  Me- 
cc  dicamentis  Ocularibus,  et  his  qui  do- 
<c  lores  finiunt,  Peflis  quoq ;  emolientibus, 
cc  admifcetur :  Semioboli  pondere  inditus 
“  per  fe  menfes  &  partus  expellit;  Subdi- 
cc  tus  Sedi  pro  Balano,  Somnihcus  eft. 
c<  Radix  ebur  emollire  fertur,  quae  Sen  is 
cc  horis  cum  eo  decocta  lit :  &  ad  accipi- 
<c  endam,  quam  effingere  optaveris,  for- 
£C  mam,  iplum  facile  praeftat.  —  Folia 
<c  recentia  convcnienter  Oculorum Inflam- 
<c  mationibus,  &  Colledtionibus,  quas 
“  Ulcera  citarunt,  cum  polenta  illinuntur. 
<c  Durities  omnes,  Suppurationes,  Stru- 
“  mas  &  Tubercula  difcutiunt.  —  Trita 
<c  Radix  Ignibus  Sacris  ex  Aceto,  & 
<c  Serpentium  ictibus  ex  Meile  et  Oleo 
<c  Midetur.  Strumas  atque  tubercula  cum 
<c  aqua  diffipat  :  Articulorum  cruciatus 

<c  cum  polenta  Sedat. - Mala  Soporem 

<c  afferunt  olfadtu,  &  etiam  ft  mandan- 
<c  tur  :  item  expreffus  ex  iis  Succus,  ni- 
<c  mio  tamen  odore  percuffi,  obmutefcunt. 
<c  —  Semen  malorum  potum  Vulvas  pur- 
c<  gat,  appofitumque  cum  Sulphure  ignem 
“  nonexperto  rubra  Feminarum  profluvia 
“  Siftat  (a”)  &c. 

He  afterwards  gives  us  the  defcription 
©f  another  kind  of  Mandrake  call’d  Mo- 

(a)  Diof,  Lib.  iv. 
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non,  which  according  to  Tradition  will 
deprive  one  of  his  Reafon  if  taken  to  the 
Quantity  of  a  Dracham  in  any  Vehicle 
whatfoever.  ( a ) 

Here  we  have  an  Account  of  a  Plant 
'  poffeffing  very  extroardinary,  and  very 
oppofite  Virtues,  yet  the  Experience  of 
many  Ages  has  not  been  able  to  difcover 
any  other  remarkable  Efficacy  in  the 
Mandrake ,  than  that  arifing  from  its 

cooling  Properties.  - But  fuppofing  the 

cafe  to  be  quite  the  Reverfe,  it  will  appear 
evident,  that  the  Mandrake  of  our  Author 
could  not  be  that  which  Rachel  fo  eagerly 
requefted  of  Leah.  For  by  the  account 
given  of  it  in  the  writings  of  Diofcoridesy 
it  appears  to  be  a  Plant  of  a  very  deletiri- 
ous  Nature ;  and  he  himfelf  in  another 
place,  ranks  it  among  the  Number  of  fuch 
noxious  Plants,  and  exprefsly  tell  us  that 
it  will  occafion  a  Paralyjts ,  and  fuch  a  pro¬ 
found  Sleepinefs  as  differs  little  from  a 
Lethargy. 

Diojcorides  in  the  Account  already  gi¬ 
ven,  jeems  to  have  been  very  little  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  true  Vertues  of  the 
Mandrake  ;  or  that  which  he  knew  muff  be 
very  different  from  that  which  we  have  in 

[a]  Tradunteam  in  Pane,  CMFa.  Obfoniove  drachmae 
pondere  devoratam  ufum  Rationis  intercipere.  Diof.  Ib. 
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ihefe  parts  of  the  world.  But  as  there  is 
no  Foundation  to  think  that  it  was  diffe¬ 
rent  from  ours,  we  may  fairly  conclude 
that  all  thofe  Vertues  afcrib’d  to  it  by 
Diofcorides  were  merely  grounded  upon 
the  current  Tradition  of  the  times  5  other- 
wife  we  muff  conceive  a  very  mean  opinion 

of  Diofcorides  §  candor. - It  has  been 

remark’d  in  the  courfe  of  this  Differtation, 
that  the  Greek  writers  in  Botany  were 
always  fond  of  afcribing  fupernatural 
powers  to  Plants,  and  it  is  perhaps  owing 
to  this  whimflcal  Notion,  that  fo  many 
ridiculous  things  have  been  recorded  of  the 
Mandrake,  (a)  Diofcorides  him  fell  feems  to 
have  fallen  into  this  ahfurd  way  of 
thinking,  or  how  fhall  we  able  to  defend 
him,  when  he  fays  that  the  Root  of  the 
Mandrake  will  by  6  Hours  boiling  turn 
Ivory  foft,  fo  as  to  render  it  fufceptible 
of  any  form  ?  Or  how  (hall  we  be  able  to 
account  for  what  he  fays  concerning  the 
Seeds  of  the  Mandrake ,  which  he  affures 
us,  will,  being  apply’d,  flop  the  rubra 
Feminarum  profluvia  with  the  addition  of 
Sulphur ,  ignem  non  experto  ?  Pliny  tells  us 
the  fame  almoft  in  the  fame  words.  ( b ) 

[a)  Mandragora  Si  bibatur,  confeftim  Sopor  infequitur, 
cxolutio  ac  vehemens  Veternus,  nihil  temere  diftans  a 
Lethargo.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  16. 

(b)  Nimia  rurfus  Profluvia  Siftet  Semen  cum  vino  & 
Su'phure.  Hilt.  Nat.  Lib.  xxvi.  Bap.  15. 
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We  have  now  conftder’d  the  Medicinal 
Virtues  of  this  Plant  according  to  Diofco - 
rides,  and  fhewn  howinconfiftently  he  has 
enumerated  them  ;  but  there  is  Hill  re¬ 
maining  one  particular  Vertue  afcrib’d  to 
it,  which  requires  a  very  ftridt  Exami¬ 
nation  :  That  is,  whether  the  Mandrake 
really  pofiefies  fuch  Virtues  as  are  neceflary 
in  Cafes  of  Sterrility,  and  whether  Racloel 
purchas’d  them  of  Leah  upon  this  account. 

This  is  the  laid  thing  we  propos’d  to 
examine,  and  that  in  which  we  are  likely 
to  meet  with  the  Strongeft  Oppofition, 
having  the  concurrent  Teftimony  of  many 
learned  Men  again  ft  us,  efpecially  thofe 
who  have  oblig’d  the  World  with  their 
Comments  upon  the  Bible.  But  as  they 
feem  to  have  been  over-rul’d  by  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  Great  Names ,  they  will  not  be 
found  fo  formidable  Antagonifts  as  might 

well  be  imagin’d. - -They  feem  to  have 

overlook’d  the  plain  Meaning  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and  Humbled  upon  Solutions  much 
more  obfeure  and  uncertain  than  that 

which  they  attempted  to  explain. - — 

They  rely  intirely  upon  the  uncertain 
Accounts  of  Lheophraftus \  Diojcorides  and 
Pliny,  who  have  only  transmitted  the 
Opinions  of  each  other,  without  con.fi- 
dering  upon  what  Degree  of  Certainty 
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they  advanc’d  them;  and  feem  rather 
inclinable  to  err  with  thofe  Great  Men, 
than  queftion  the  Veracity  of  any  thing 
they  have  left  us.  —  It  is  this  Attachment 
to  Great  Names  that  blinds  the  Under- 
{landing,  and  flackens  our  Inquiries  into 
the  truth  of  things :  Authority  may  incline 
the  Will,  but  can  never  convince  the  Un- 
derftanding. 

It  is.  Sir ,  owing  to  this  blind  Fond- 
nefs  for  Antiquity  that  fo  many  and  ridi¬ 
culous  things  have  been  recorded  of  the 
Mandrake ,  fome  of  which  are  even  un¬ 
worthy  to  be  nam’d.  But  what  furprifes 
me  ftill  more  is  to  find,  that  the  Learned 
Grotius  (from  whole  extraordinary  parts 
we  might  have  expected  better  things)  has 
faid  fo  little  on  the  fubjedt,  and  like  one 
lead  away  with  the  current  Notion,  only 
quotes  this  Sentence  of  Pliny  to  prove  the 
Affirmative,  Semen  Mandragorce  potnm 
Vuhampurgat :  ( a )  Which  plainly  ffiews 
that  he  was  of  Opinion  that  the  Mandrake 
really  polfefs’d  thofe  Virtues  appropriated 
to  it  by  the  Ancients.  < —  Pliny  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  has  certainly  copied  after Diofcorides, 
who  has  verbatim  afierted  the  fame  (£) 
long  before  him.  It  is  true  Grotius  knew 

(a)  Hift.  Nat.  Lib.  xxvi.  Cap.  itj, 

(b)  Vid.  p.  51. 
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very  well  all  that  the  Greeks  have  wrote 
on  the  fubjeCt,  but  tells  us  that  there  are 
many  Plants  of  that  Name,  and  that  their 
Virtues  are  variable  according  to  the  Cli¬ 
mate,  and  different  ways  of  Culture,  (a) 
Hence  it  appears  what  Sentiments  Gro - 
tins  had  of  the  Mandrake ,  and  how  un¬ 
willing  he  was  to  diffent  from  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Ancients.  - — •  We  have  already 
allow’d  that  the  difference  in  Climates  may 
confiderably  highten  or  abate  the  Verities 
of  Plants,  and  daily  Experience  plainly 
(hews  it.  But  what  have  the  Followers  of 
Grotius  in  this  point,  to  anfwer  for  them- 
felves,  when  it  can  be  clearly  prov’d  that 
in  Spain  and  Italy ,  (hot  Climates)  the 
Mandrake  grows  to  great  Perfection,  enjoys 
all  the  Advantages  of  Soil  and  Heat,  yet 
never  was  known  in  thefe  Countries  to 
anfwer  the  Purpofes  alledg’d  by  him.  As 
to  what  he  fays  relating  to  the  different 
Species  of  this  Plant,  I  think  it  is  without 
any  Foundation,  for  Diofcorides  only  men¬ 
tions  the  Male  and  Female ,  and  that  call’d 
Morion  which  according  to  him  is  a  Plant 
of  a  very  deleterious  Nature,  and  we  have 
already  fhewn  that  neither  of  thefe  could 

(a)  Eadem  in  alio  natae  Solo,  &  alio  paratu,  alined 
Valent.  Ajinotat.  ad  Cant.  Can  tic.  Cap.  vii.  v.  13. 
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be  the  Mandrake  purchas'd  by  Rachel : 
And  the  Moderns  have  no  other  Mandrake 
than  the  Male  and  Female  commonly 
defcrib’d  by  Writers  in  Botany. 

It  appears  to  me  a  kind  of  Paradox  to 
imagine  that  a  Plant  fo  eminently  remar¬ 
kable  for  its  cooling  Properties  fhould  in 
any  Degree  promote  Conception.  Galen 
(a)  calls  it  cold  in  the  third  Degree,  and 
Sennertus  ( b )  gives  it  a  place  among  poifon- 
ous  Plants,  and  beftows  a  whole  Chapter 
about  the  Method  of  Cure,  in  which  he 
differs  little  from  that  laid  down  by  Diof- 

corides . - It  is  true,  Philofophy  leaves  us 

here,  and  all  our  Reafonings  however  fine, 
and  artfully  fpun  out,  are  at  beft  but  lame 
and  imperfedt  Guides ;  and  ftand  as  evi¬ 
dent  Proofs  of  the  fhallownefs  of  Human 
Underftanding.  We  know  little  of  thole 
dark  and  myfterious  Caufes  which  con¬ 
cur  towards  the  Formation  of  the  Embryo . 
Thefe  are  Secrets  only  known  to  him* 
from  whom  nothing  is  hid .  Leminus  ob~ 
ferving  the  infuperable  Difficulties  that 
attend  Conjectures  of  this  Kind,  endea¬ 
vours  to  folve  them  by  Reafons  drawn 

(a)  DeSimpl.  Mid.  Facult.  Lib.  vii. 

(b)  Lib,  vL  Vol.  3.  pag.  1095.  Ed.  Paris. 
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from  the  Difference  of  Climates,  (a)  He 
fuppofes  that  Rachel ,  redding  in  a  Country 
where  the  Influence  of  the  Sun  is  extreamly 
great,  might  poffibly  labour  under  a  calida 
Uteri  Intemperies ,  and  in  order  to  correct 
that  Indifpofition  very  reafonably  had  re- 

courfe  to  the  Mandrake.  -  This  would 

have  been  no  good  Solution  of  the  point 
in  Queftion,  if  we  had  any  reafon  to  fuf- 
pedt  that  Rachel  was  otherwife  than  is 
common  to  the  Sex.  But  it  is  evident 
that  Rachel  labour’d  under  no  Diftempe- 
rature  of  the  Uterus ,  much  lefs  that  of 
Sterrility  ;  becaufe  the  Scriptures  mention 
foon  after  the  birth  of  Jofeph.  Befides 
we  have  the  fame  Authority  to  produce, 
that  Leah's  Mandrakes  were  of  no  Service 
to  Rachel  in  promoting  Conception,  as 
fhe  did  not  conceive  thereupon  ;  for  Leah 
bare  IJfachar ,  Zabulon  and  Dina  before 
the  birth  of  Jofeph ,  which  makes  an  In¬ 
terval  of  about  three  Years  at  leaft. 


{a)  Tr  frigid  is  Hum  idifque  Regionibus,  atq;inUtero 
humefto  &  Algido,  tali  quiddam  perficere  nequcat,  fed 
in  torrido  aeftuantique  &  exufto.  Sic  in  Africa  Hifpania, 
Judaea  &c.  in  quibus  fere  Regi»nibus  mulieris  aduilos 
arentefque  habent  Uteros  ac  fervidos,  turn  fqualidos  ac 
Strigofos,  non  incommode  hoc  pomum  adhibere  pofte 
crediderim.  Herb.  Bibl.  Explicat.  Cap.  2. 
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Levinus  Lemnius ,  having  laid  confide- 
rable  Strefs  upon  the  hot  and  cold  In - 
te?nperatures  of  the  Ancients,  is  at  great 
Pains  to  {hew  the  Probability  of  his  Sup- 
pofition,  that  Rachel  really  labour’d  under 
a  Calida  Uteri  Intemperies  :  But  as  there  is 
no  foundation  upon  which  he  could  pof- 
fibly  build  fo  remote  a  Conjecture,  we 
may  very  reafonably  look  upon  it  as  mere 
Chimaera,  and  the  idle  Invention  of  his 
own  Brain.  —  If  Men  were  allow’d  the 
Liberty  of  inventing  Hypothefes^  to  folve 
Difficulties,  there  is  nothing  in  Nature, 
*  however  latent  and  obfcure,  that  would 
not  be  explain’d  and  illuftrated  upon  the 
Hypothejis  of  fome  luxuriant  Fancy  or 

other.  - This  plainly  appears  to  be  the 

Cafe  of  our  Author,  who  finding  the  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions  of  learn’d  Men  in  this 
Point  very  uncertain  and  perplex’d,  re- 
folv’d  with  himfelf  to  rejedt  them  all  at 
once,  in  order  to  make  way  for  this  ima¬ 
ginary  Intemperature  of  his  own. 

It  muft  be  allow’d  that  the  Ancients 
have  talk’d  very  largely  of  their  hot  and 
cold  Tntemperatures ,  and  have  eredted  one 
in  almoft  every  part  of  the  Body  ;  in  the 
Liver ,  Spleen ,  Kidneys ,  Womb ,  Brain , 
&c.  For  my  own  part,  I  know  of  no 
other  Intemperature ,  than  that  arifing 
from  a  quicker  or  flower  circulation  of 
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the  Blood,  which  by  encreafing  or  dimi- 
nifhing  the  Animal  Secretions,  may  very 
probably  produce  fuch  Indifpoiitions  as 
they  without  any  manifeft  reafon  exprefs’d 

by  their  Intemperatures . - But  even  in 

this  Senfe  the  Arguments  o i Lemnius  will 
be  of  Imall  Force  to  fupport  his  Hypothecs, 
as  he  ftrongly  afferts  the  Narcotick  Virtues 
of  the  Mandrake ,  and  tells  us,  in  what 
manner  he  himfelf  was  affe&ed  with  the 
ILjfluvia  of  one  lying  in  his  Study,  which 
render’d  him  fo  drowfy  that  he  cou’d  not 
recover  himfelf  out  of  it,  till  it  was  re¬ 
mov’d  into  another  Place  ( a .) 

Now  it  is  evident,  that  Lemnius  mu  ft 
fignify  by  his  Intemperature  fome  parti¬ 
cular  State  of  the  Solids  and  Fluids,  or  it 
is  a  Word  that  carries  along  with  it  no  Idea 
of  the  Thing  meant.  And  if  we  allow 
that  he  underftood  by  this  Expreftion,  all 
that  the  Ancients  have  reprefented  under 
it,  the  Whole  amounts  only  to  this,  that 

(a)  Cum  autem  ^Eftivis  Menfibus  (nam  eo  tempore 
Poma  Mandragorae  fe  proferunt)  Semel  atque  iterum  in 
Mufco  rod  o  amabilem  ac  Speciofum  ejus  Stirpis  frudlum 
negligenter  collocafTem,  ita  Somnolentus  lum  affe&us, 
ut  segre  fopor  excuti  poffet.  Cum  autem  obnixe  ^Bld&arer 
.Somnolentiae,  illamque  excuffiffe  conarer  asgre  id  obtinui, 
nee  rationem  tanti  Veterni  inire  potui  ;  tandem  cum 
quaquaverfum  demovifTem  Oculos,  obtulit  fe  a  tergo 
Pomuni  Mandragorge,  quo  amoto,  atque  in  alium  locum 
tranflato,  fadlus  fum  alacrior,  atque  torporem  depuli, 
omnemque  Ofcitantiam  difcuffi.  Herbar.  Bibl :  Ex- 
plicat,  cap.  2. 
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Rachel  was  of  a  hot  Conftitution ,  or  to 
fpeak  more  Philofophically,  that  the  Con¬ 
tractions  of  her  Solids  were  elevated  above 

the  Ballance  of  Nature. - This  is  all  that 

can  reafonabiy  be  inferr’d,  or  juftly  con¬ 
cluded  from  the  Calida  Intemper ies  of  Lem - 
niuSy  taken  in  its  full  force,  and  u  tin  oft 
extent,  which,  when  truly  confider’d,  is 
enough  to  overthrow  his  whole  Hypothefs 
(even  tho*  we  allow  that  it  was  with  Ra¬ 
chel  as  he  has  imagin’d)  while  he  afferts 
the  Narcotick  Qualities  of  the  Mandrake , 
-—You  fee,  by  the  Hiftory  juft  now 
mention’d,  how  much  this  Plant  poflefleth 
all  the  Virtues  of  Opium ,  and  confequently 
moft  neceflarily  produce  all  its  effects. 
What  thefe  would  be  in  fuch  a  Conftitu¬ 
tion  as  is  here  fuppos’d,  is  eafily  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  by  thofe,  who  have  been  taught 
to  reafon  juftly  on  the  Animal  Oeconomy, 
or  are  acquainted  with  what  one  of  the 
Ornaments  of  his  Prof ef  ion  has  writ,  upon 
the  Nature  and  Modus  Operandi  of  Medi¬ 
cinal  Simples  of  this  kind.  —  It  is  true, feme 
Apology  may  be  made  for  Lemnius ,  as  he 
liv’d  in  an  Age,  wherein  Philofophy,  and 
reafoning  upon  juft  and  indifputable  Prin¬ 
ciples,  were  hardly  known.  Sympathies , 
Antipathies ,  Occult  Qu,alites ,  Subtile  Mat¬ 
ter ,  and  fuch  like  unintelligible  Jargon, 
^vere  the  Foundations  upon  which  the 
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Writers  of  thefe  times  built  and  explain’d 

all  the  Phenomena  of  Nature. - But  it 

is  the  peculiar  Happinefs  of  the  prefent 
Age,  to  fee  it  feif  refcu’d  from  the  Bon¬ 
dage  of  fuch  Enthufiaftick  Principles,  and 
to  have  Philofophy  grounded  and  illus¬ 
trated  upon  that  which  can  only  fupport 
it,  viz.  Experiments  carefully  made ,  and 
faithfully  related .  —  Elad  our  Author  been 
acquainted  with  the  Nature  of  Soporiferous 
Medicines ,  and  their  ways  of  aCting,  he 
would  have  foon  difcover’d  the  Improba¬ 
bility  of  his  Hypothefs ,  and  no  doubt  em¬ 
ploy’d  his  thoughts  in  purfuifc  of  one  more 
agreeable  to  truth,  or  at  leaft,  one  that 
cou’d  have  been  fupported  by  better  and 
more  forcible  arguments. 

As  to  that  account  he  gives  of  the 
Manner,  in  which  he  was  affeded,  with 
the  Effluvia  of  a  Mandrake- Apple,  I  muft 
declare,  that  I  have  not  faith  enough  to 
believe,,  that  his  Sleepinefs  was  occafion’d 
by  means  of  Effluvia  ariiing  from  it. 
There  is  no  Man  that  does  not  find  him- 
felf  at  times,  without  any  evident  caufe, 
inclinable  to  fall  into  fuch  agreeable  Slum¬ 
bers  ;  and  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  to  ima¬ 
gine,  that  this  was  the  Cafe  of  Lemniusy 
who,  recollecting  what  the  Ancients  have 
writ  on  the  Narcotick  Virtues  of  the  Man¬ 
drake  y  immediately  concluded  that  this 

Lethargic 
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Lethargic  Fit  (as  he  calls  it)  was  intirely 
owing  to  Effluvia  arifing  from  this  pre¬ 
tended  Soporiferous  Apple . It  muft  in¬ 
deed  be  granted,  that  Lemnius  has  the 
Authority  of  the  Ancients  in  this  Point, 
to  produce  in  his  Defence,  but  the  greateft 
Authority  muft  yeild,  when  Experiments 
often  repeated,  and  carefully  made,  fhew 
that  it  has  no.  evident  grounds  to  fupport 
it.  We  have  already  taken  Notice  of  fome 
Experiments  made  by  Ly?2c<zus  Profeffor 
of  Botany  at  Rome ,  and  by  Ferrentius  af¬ 
ter  him,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  Narcotick 
Qualities  of  the  Mandrake ,  and  after  all 
their  attempts,  were  never  able  to  difcover 
any  of  thofe  Effe&s,  which  Plants  of 
the  foporiferous  kind  conftantly  produce. 
And  I  think  the  Authority  of  thefe  dili¬ 
gent  and  inqufitive  Botanifts,  can't  well 
be  call’d  in  queftion,  as  their  Experiments 
were  made  in  publick,  in  the  Pretence  of 
a  numerous  Audience,  with  all  the  Care 
and  Caution  imaginable.  But  in  order  to 
fatifsy  my  felf  more  fully  about  the  Nar¬ 
cotic  Virtues  of  the  Mandrake ,  I  made 
feveral  Trials  with  the  Rooty  Infujion  and 
T’indlure  of  that,  which  is  commonly  dif- 
tinguiftVd  into  Male  and  Female ,  and  tho 
it  was  exhibited  to  different  Animals  in 
all  thefe  different  forms,  in  pretty  large 
Quantities,  nothing  enfued  that  could  pof* 
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fibly  incline  us  to  think  that  the  Mandrake 
really  poffeffeth  any  of  thofe  Properties 
refident  in  Plants  of  the  Narcotic  kind.  It 
would  take  up  too  much  Room  to  infert 
in  this  place  the  Remarks  and  Obfervations 
that  occur’d  to  me  during  thefe  feveral 
Trials,  otherwife  I  had  fubmitted  them  to 
the  Judgment  of  the  Publick  at  this  very 
time  :  however  vou  flhall  foon  fee  them  in 
the  fame  order  in  which  they  were  made. 

The  Cafe  of  Deujingius  is  almoft  Pa¬ 
rallel  to  that  of  Lemnius.  He  exploded 
all  the  different  Notions  that  had  been  fet 
on  foot  to  folve  the  Difficulties  that  attend 
an  Explication  of  that  Text  in  Scripture 
which  relates  the  Hiftory  of  Rubens  Man¬ 
drakes,  and  then  gives  his  own  Opinion  in 
the  following  ludicrous  Manner.  “  Sane, 
<c  fi  nugari  in  re  Seria  elfet  Animus,  di- 
<c  cerem  potius  (Siquidem  Poma  Mandra- 
cc  gorce  voce  Doudaim  intelligenda  forent) 
cc  Rachelem  pras  taffiio,  quod  ex  amplexu 
cc  Mariti  non  conciperet  Prolem,  maluiffe 
<c  quoque  omne  Defiderium  concubitus 
cc  fibi  perire,  atque  hunc  in  finem  Poma 
cc  ilia  Defideraffe,  ad  extinguendos  V ene- 
cc  ris  igniculos.”  Faficulus  Differtationum 
Seledt.  page  578. 

This  is  a  Notion  fo  very  ridiculous  and 
inconfiftent,  that  it  would  be  only  diftroy- 
ing  of  time  to  beftow  one  Moment  in 

Confutation 
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Confutation  of  it,  and  deferves  our  Regard 
upon  no  other  account  than  the  Oddity 
of  it,  for  which  reafon  we  have  given  it  a 
Place  here. 

In  fhort,  Commentators  laying  consi¬ 
derable  Strefs  upon  that  Eagernefs  where¬ 
with  Rachel  defir’d  Children,  and  finding 
all  Antiquity  concur  in  afcribing  to  the 
Mandrake  fuch  Virtues  as  are  capable  of 
promoting  Conception,  have  almoft  una- 
nimoully  run  into  an  Opinion,  that  Rachel 
could  defire  this  Plant  upon  no  other 
Account.  —  It  cannot  be  deny’d,  but  Ra¬ 
chel’s  Paflion  for  Children  had  carry’d  be¬ 
yond  all  the  Bounds  of  Modefty  and  De¬ 
corum.  - Give  me  Children  or  elfe  I  die , 

is  a  full  and  convincing  Proof  of  that  Sor¬ 
row  and  Difpair  into  which  her  fterrility 
had  thrown  her;  and  Jacob  whom  (lie 
had  thus  unreafonably  reproach’d  on  that 
account,  was  at  lafl:  oblig’d  to  give  way  to 
his  Paflion,  and  chaftife  her  Impatience 
in  the  following  pathetick  Manner  :  Am 
I  in  Gods  Place  ?  who  hath  withheld  from 
thee  the  Fruit  of  the  Womb  ?  Tho  a  Con- 
dud  like  this  of  Rachels  would  appear  very 
prepofterous  among  the  Women  of  any 
other  Nation,  yet  it  will  admit  of  fome 
degree  of  Alleviation  among  the  Jewsy 
who  look’d  upon  the  Want  of  Ifliie  as  the 
heavieft:  of  all  Curfes,  And  Rachel  upon 

the 
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the  Birth  of  Jofepb  was  fo  fenfible  of  the 
great  Favours  flie  had  receiv’d  from  the 
Bounty  of  Heaven,  that  fhe  immediately 
exprefs’d  her  Acknowledgements  in  a 
Mixture  of  Gratitude  and  Tranfport,  be- 
caufe  God  had  taken  away  her  Reproach , 
Thefe  arguments  being  fully  weigh’d 
and  confider’d,  evidently  fhew,  that  Com¬ 
mentators  have  egregioufly  err’d,  in  ex¬ 
plaining  this  Text  of  Scripture  in  the  Senfe 
I  have  mention’d. - It  is  true,  the  Sep¬ 

tic  agin  t  have  render’d  the  Word  Dudaim 
us’d  in  the  Original  by  the  Greek  Word 
M avdpetyopug,  but  what  Affinity  the  one  has 
to  the  other  is  not  as  yet  agreed  upon 
among  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 

Oriental  Languages. - All  I  can  fay  is 

this,  that  upon  examining  feveral  Verfions 
of  the  Pentateuch,  I  find  the  Word  Du¬ 
daim  exprefs’d  by  one,  which  in  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  Languages  fignifies  fome  delicious 
and  fragrant  Fruit 3  which  is  a  Circum- 
ftance  that  does  not  at  all  belong  to  the 
Mandrake  of  the  Ancients,  for  Diofcorides 
and  Pliny  both  affirm  that  it  has  a  dis¬ 
agreeable  Flavour. - This  Conjecture  is 

ftill  further  confirm’d  from  the  Song  of 
Solomon  (a)  wherein  it  is  exprefly  faid, 
the  Mandrakes  give  a  finely  &c.  Thefe 
are  the  only  Places  in  Scripture  where  the 

(a)  Chap.  vii.  Ver.  13. 


Word 
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Word  Dudaim  occurs  in  the  Original,  and 
if  we  may  be  allow’d  to  alter  the  Tranflation 
in  one  Place  upon  the  Evidence  and  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  other,  the  Senfe  will  be  ob¬ 
vious,  natural  and  plain.  St.  Augujlin 
was  inti  rely  of  this  Opinion,  and  ftrenu- 
oufly  afferts  that  Rachel  did  not  purchafe 
Rubens  Mandrakes  in  order  to  promote  her 
Conception,  but  on  Account  of  their  Fra- 
grancy  and  Smell.  ( b ) 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Reafons  that  have 
made  me  d  ffer  in  opinion  from  all  other 
Writers  on  this  Subjeft,  and  I  think  not 
without  manifeft  and  cogent  Ileafons. 
It  is  true,  the  diftance  of  Time,  together 
with  the  Lofs  of  ancient  Monuments  of 
Learning,  has  render’d  the  Point  difficult 
to  be  determin’d.  We  have  loft  the 
/Egyptian  Botany ,  and  the  Grecian  is  not 
to  be  depended  upon.  Arijiotle and  T’heo- 
phraflus  are  the  moft  ancient  Botanic 
Writers  they  have,  and  Diofcorides ,  who 
flouriffi’d  many  Years  after,  has  in  the 
Main  follow’d  their  Steps,  tho  he  has  in 
many  things  improv’d  upon  them.  — - 
The  Romans  have  left  us  nothing  on  the 
Subject,  but  what  we  have  in  Pliny ,  who 
feems  to  have  tranfcrib’d  from  the  Greeks 

all  that  he  has  faid. - It  is  owing  to  thefe 

Misfortunes  that  learned  Men,  after  all 

lb)  Auguft.  lib.  xxii.  contra  Fauft.  cap-  56. 

H  ‘  their 
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their  Enquiries,  hav^not  been  able  to  de¬ 
termine  what  kind  of  Plant  the  Mandrake 
of  the  Ancients  really  was,  nor  aifeover 
any  Modern  one  analogous  to  it.  Majiy 
eminent  Men  and  learn’d  Critics,  have  of¬ 
fer’d  their  Conjectures,  but  none  have  pre¬ 
tended  10  advance  any  thing  with  abfolute 

Certainty. - The  famous  Ludolfus  ( a ) 

has  produc’d  feveral  plaufible  arguments 
to  fhew,  that  it  is  the  Mu/a  or  Mauz  of 
Syria .  The  Rabbins  will  have  it  to  be  the 
/Jefj'amin ,  or  Lilly :  Others  the  Pala  of 
Pliny  upon  account  of  its  delicious  Fruit. 
And  Deufmgius  (b)  is  at  great  Pains  to 
prove  it  to  be  a  delicious  kind  of  Melon , 
frequent  in  Syria  and  /Egypt.  How  far 
thefe  different  opinions  will  fatisfy  the 
Curious  I  know  not,  yet  I  think  many 
Arguments  might  be  advanc’d  to  prove 
their  Uncertainty :  However  I  hope  that 
I  have  in  fome  Mealure  anfwer’d  your 
requeft,  and  if  you  think  that  I  have 
treated  the  Subjefit  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  accuracy,  I  give  you  full 
liberty  to  dilpofe  of  it  as  you  think 
proper,  being  indifferent  about  the  Cen- 
fure  of  the  World,  whilft  I  meet  with 
the  Approbation  of  a  Perfon  of  your  emi¬ 
nent  Merit  among  the  Learned.  I  am  &c 

( a j  Comment,  in  Hitt.  yEthiop.  page  1 41. 

\h)  Falcicul.  Diftcrt.  '  de  Dudaim, 
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